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Hear ‘Harry Potter’ in Alta
The Audio Book Club at Teton County Library’s 

Alta branch is playing the Harry Potter book series 
for the month of January.

Families can listen to the tale of novice wizard 
Harry Potter’s adventures at the Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry from 7 to 8:30 p.m. ev-
ery Wednesday.

The club will start the series today with “Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” the first of seven 
Harry Potter books.

The library will provide snacks and beverages 
during the free program.

For more information contact Gretchen Notzold 
at 307-353-2505 or gnotzold@tclib.org.

Journeys offers scholarships
Five Journeys School eighth graders have earned 

full scholarships for their high school education. As 
part of the Merit Scholarships program, Journeys 
School selects students who exhibit particular ex-
cellence in one of these subjects: leadership/innova-
tion, global/Spanish, math/science, writing/history 
and fine/performing arts. They demonstrated their 
expertise by volunteering with the Snow Leopard 
Trust, writing a paper discussing Derek Parfit’s “Di-
vided Minds and the Nature of Persons,” building a 
first-in-state robot design, inquiring into memory 
and emotion and choreography.

Journeys offer financial assistance to 36 percent 

of families. Additionally, the Malone family Foun-
dation has a $2 million endowment that funds 
scholarships for gifted and talented students apply-
ing for grades 7 to 9. The deadline for financial aid 
and for Journeys admission is Jan. 30.

A pre-kindergarten open house is scheduled for 
5:30 to 7 p.m. today, with an elementary school 
open house the same hours on Jan. 22. Pizza and 
childcare will be provided. A visitation day for kin-
dergarten through 12th grades is set for 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Jan. 26, with a pre-kindergarten visita-
tion day at 8:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. on Feb. 13.

For information or to schedule a tour, call War-
ren Samuels at 732-7745 or email warren.samu-
els@journeysschool.org.

State Legislature streamed live
As politicians stepped into the first joint ses-

sion of the 63rd Wyoming Legislature on Tuesday, 
the public had the opportunity to follow Gov. Matt 
Mead’s State of the State address and all subse-
quent proceedings with live streams.

The second day of Wyoming’s 63rd Legislature 
will convene in a joint session at 10 a.m. today with 
Mead opening the session, followed by Wyoming 
Supreme Court Chief Justice E. James Burke de-
livering the State of the Judiciary message before 
work is slated to begin.

Audio of the second day of the legislative session 
will be available from the Legislature’s homepage 

WyoLeg.gov by clicking on the “Joint Session” link 
under the announcements section.

Video streaming will be available on Wyoming.
gov, and is prominently displayed on the homepage.

Library hosts kindergarten prep
Teton County Library is offering a free workshop 

to Jackson preschool teachers, caregivers and par-
ents whose child is getting ready to start kindergar-
ten in the fall.

Educators from Children’s Learning Center, 
Jackson Hole Children’s Museum, Teton County 
Library and Teton Science Schools, as well as a 
panel of local kindergarten teachers, will walk you 
through the basics of learning how to stay involved 
in your child’s learning.

In an hour and a half the workshop will cov-
er play as learning, early literacy, what health 
screenings are available and outline hands-on 
exploration to garner skills in math and science. 
Attendees can learn about how kindergarten has 
changed, how to help your child be ready to take 
the step and get a refresher in what a typical day 
looks like.

The workshop is presented in English and Span-
ish. Free childcare and light refreshments will be 
available. The workshop is offered first today from 
6-7:30 p.m. then again on Jan. 22 from 6-7:30 p.m.

Registration is required. Contact Isabel Zumel 
at 733-2164 ext. 101 or izumel@tclib.org.

Valley Breeze

By Jason Suder

Gabriel Vazquez did not 
grow up waiting for Santa 
Claus to fill his stocking. 
Growing up in Mexico, for 
him the thrill came 12 days 
later on Dia de Reyes.

Heralded throughout Latin 
America, the holiday is cele-
brated on Jan. 6 every year as 
the day the Three Wise Men 
delivered gifts to a newborn 
Jesus. In remembrance, boys 
and girls place their shoes un-
der the Christmas tree hop-
ing to find them overflowing 
with treats and gifts the next 
morning.

“In Mexico,” Vasquez said, 
“children put one shoe under 
the Christmas tree.”

On Sunday for the third 
year, the Latino Resource 
Center and Teton County Li-
brary shed new light on the 
old holiday by celebrating 
Dia de Reyes at Jackson Hole 
Children’s Museum. Commu-
nity members from all walks 
of life enjoyed pan de rosca 
de reyes — king’s cake — and 
Mexican hot chocolate while 
sharing stories about the hol-
iday.

Although few people went 

to the Children’s Museum 
to participate in the holiday, 
children soon wandered into 
the backroom to find descrip-
tions of how to make king’s 
cake, and the ingredients 

that go into the hot chocolate.
Traditionally the cake is 

circular bread stuffed with a 
plastic figurine representa-
tive of the infant Jesus. Who-
ever discovers the ornament 

in his piece of the cake is the 
fortunate one who is then 
expected to throw a tamale 
party for friends on Feb. 2, 
Candlemas Day.

Museum Director Ingrid 

Krasnow watched on as chil-
dren from different walks of 
life decorated paper crowns 
together.

“One of the things that is 
important for the Children’s 
Museum is to bring families 
together and learn from each 
other,” she said. “This is a 
way that we bring in more of 
the community to celebrate 
things that are special.”

That Christmas almost 
shadows this holiday out of 
American culture surprised 
Latino Resource Director So-
nia Capece when she moved 
to the U.S. from Argentina. 
Making sure her son and her 
community know about the 
old-world traditions is what 
keeps them alive.

“It doesn’t take long for 
them to go away,” she said, 
“just one generation.”

Like many Latino fami-
lies who came to the U.S. 
and found the emphasis on 
Christmas, the Vazquezes 
now trade gifts on Dec. 25 as 
a new family tradition.

But Vasquez still finds a way 
to keep the old-world customs 
for his 9-year-old daughter.

“She woke up in the morn-
ing,” he said of Jan. 6 this year, 
“and in her shoes, she found 
headphones.”

It was something small, he 
said, but it helps keep the folk-
lore alive.

Latinos help to keep Dia de Reyes alive 
For Latino families,
Three Kings Day 
outranks Christmas.

Jackson resident Robert Allen Si-
mon died Jan. 8. His family provided 
the following.

Robert was born to Allen C. and 
Mildred Fossil Simon on April 27, 
1930. He grew up in Indiana, gradu-
ating from Purdue University with a 
degree in chemical engineering. Af-
ter college he worked briefly for the 
U.S. Navy, and then Boeing before 
being drafted into the Army in 1952. 
He served in Alabama, working to 
develop the first chemical protective 
clothing, and then at Yuma Test Sta-
tion in Arizona. Robert was honor-
ably discharged in 1954.

Robert worked the rest of his 30-
year career as a materials scientist at 

the Naval Ordnance 
Lab (later renamed 
the Naval Surface 
Weapons Center) in 
White Oak, Mary-
land. He developed 
nonmetallic, high 
strength-to-weight-
ratio filament mate-
rials used primarily 
in projectile nose 
cones. The U.S. 

Navy holds over 400 patents in his 
name.

In 1963 Robert was injured in a 
lab explosion. He spent the next four 
months in the hospital. After his re-
turn to normal life he married Mary 
Onnis Waid, of Alabama, who was a 
young naval officer working at the 
lab. They were married for 26 years, 
had two children, and enjoyed a qui-
et suburban life.

Robert was always athletic. He was 
a sprinter at Purdue, won numerous 
golf and tennis trophies in lab tourna-
ments, participated in the Maryland 
and North Carolina Senior Olympics, 
and even completed the Marine Corps 
Marathon at age 61.

Robert retired in 1985, first to 
Maryland, then to Asheville, North 
Carolina, and then, in 2008, to Jack-
son. He was active at the Senior 
Center of Jackson Hole and attended 
services at the Presbyterian Church. 
Robert was a generous supporter of 
the Jackson Hole Community Band.

Robert was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister Doro-
thy (Simon) Ekblom. He is survived 
by his children Cynthia Jane and 
Glenn, and his grandchildren Caitlin 
and Eleanor.

A private memorial will be held by 
the family.

Simon, 84, developed military materials, was athletic
Obituary

Simon
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Jesus Huerta Tzompa, 7, works with his mother Daisy Tzompa to make crowns as they 
celebrate Three Kings Day at the Jackson Hole Children’s Museum on Sunday.


